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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EMIN, SENV, ID 

SUBJ: SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF COAL MINES 

1. SUMMARY AND ACTION REQUESTED. WOULD APPRECIATE 
DEPARTMENT S FURNISHING PRINTED MATERIAL FOR PRESENTA- 
TION TO PRESIDENT-DIRECTOR OF INDONESIAN STATE COAL 
MINING COMPANY. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN RECENT CONVERSATION PRESIDENT-DIRECTOR OF STATE 

COAL MINING COMPANY EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT OF 25 MLLLION TONS-PER-YEAR STRIP MINE SHELL IS 
PLANNING TO DEVELOP FOR SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL IN SOUTHERN 
SUMATRA. HE INQUIRED WHETHER ANY WORK HAD BEEN DONE 
IN THE UNITED STATES (OR BY U.S. GEOLOGISTS, SCHOLARS, 

AND CONSULTANTS) ON RECLAMATION OF SUCH AREAS. 

TROPICAL SOILS AND CLIMATIC CONDITIONS, POVERTY OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE ARE INVOLVED; OVERBURDEN REMOVAL 
ESTIMATED AT 75 MILLION CUBIC METERS A YEAR. 

3. INQUIRER ASKED ALSO WHETHER WE KNEW OF ANY WORK 
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DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. HIS INTEREST IS IN "HOW-TO" 

ADVICE ON INTRODUCING A LARGE MINE AND NEW TRANSPORT 
FACILITIES INTO A POOR AREA WITH A MINIMUM OF SOCIAL 
DISTRUPTION AND A MAXIMUM OF ECONOMIC BENEFIT TO THE 
SURROUNDING POPULACE. SIGNIFICANT INFLUX OF WELL-PAID 
FOREIGNERS IS IN PROSPECT, AT LEAST DURING DEVELOPMENT 
PERIOD. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE THE DEPARTMENT'S INVESTIGATING 
THE A VAIL ABIT, TTY OF INFORMATION REQUESTED. OUR LOCAL 
INQUIRIES HAVE DISCLOSED FEW INDICATIONS OF RESEARCH 
BASED ON AREAS LIKE SOUTHERN SUMATRA; HOWEVER, WE HOPE 
THAT DEPARTMENT WILL BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY SOME STUDIES 
WITH IMPLICATIONS VALID FOR INDONESIA. WE UNDERSTAND 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY MAY HAVE SOME USEFUL 
MATERIAL AND INFER THE OFFICE OF COAL RESEARCH MAY HAVE 
FOCUSED ON SOME PERTINENT ASPECTS. OTHER SOURCES 
SUGGESTED TO US INCLUDE THE STATE GOVERNMENT OF 
ALASKA, DIRECTOR OF STATE PLANNING AND RESEARCH, 

FOR STUDIES OF THE LOST RIVER PROJECT (WHICH MAY HAVE 
LEGAL AND SOCIAL PARALLELS WITH THE SUMATRA PROJECT), 
MITRE CORPORATION CONSULTANT HARRY PERRY, AND THE 
UNITED MINEW ORKERS . 

5. THE DEPARTMENT MAY ALSO WANT TO INFORM REPUTABLE 
CONSULTANTS OF THE INQUIRER'S INTEREST. 
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